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The “Application” and Trends in Hermeneutics
Niu Wenjun ~ (7)

“Application”  together with understanding and interpretation constitutes an indispensable element of
hermeneutics and the question of application is even regarded as the central issue of hermeneutics. In the de—
velopment of hermeneutics three levels of application have emerged: the first is the hermeneutic application at
the level of Kunstlehre and methodology the second is the application in the sense of ontological —practical
philosophy and the third is the bidirectional application in the interdisciplinary fusion of contemporary herme—
neutics and the human sciences. Today hermeneutics has become a globally influential philosophical trend
impacting many disciplines across the humanities and social sciences. Hermeneutics not only focuses on the
understanding and interpretation of textual meaning but also explores the activity of human understanding itself
and its operational mechanisms within cultural traditions. The application of hermeneutics in different fields

promotes interdisciplinary integration and innovation which has become an important development trend.

Material and Symbol: on the Duality of Ancient Greek Coinage
Li Xiuhui  (78)

The attributes of ancient Greek coinage are difficult to express in a single coherent model as their proper—
ties are diverse and mixed. Methodologically they should be understood from the perspective of duality. In
terms of function ancient Greek coinage is the main tool for social and economic exchange and has a dual
nature: it is both a symbol and a material entity. The understanding of the essence and attributes of coinage
has long been a subject of debate across different eras and the debate on the duality of coinage manifests in
the opposition between metalism and anti—metalism as well as the debate between formalism and substantial—
ism in the study of monetary history. The nature and function of coinage are dynamically changing and the
specific meaning of the duality of coinage needs to be examined in specific historical environments. The sym—
bolic dimension of the duality of coinage combines the gift function as a reward the redistribution function of
central authority and the credit function conferred by the authority of official and private seals. The tension
between the symbolic meaning and the material form of coinage reflects the difference in value represented by
the two which is an important origin of fiduciarity. The internal differences and contradictions of the duality of
coinage drive the evolution of monetary forms and systems which is a long—term law of the development of mo—

netary history.
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