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Tourist’s Photographs: Identification and Transformation of
Tourist Attraction Markers

CHEN Gang"", QIAN Chong’, MA Lifang'

(1.School of Economy and Administration, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China;
2.People’ s Government of Yi Tang Town, Luozhuang, Linyi City, Linyi 276000, China)
Abstract: Taking the core scenic spot of West Lake in Hangzhou as a case in point, this paper
constructeda semiotic model of tourist photographs and explored the difference of influences of
mainstream media and tourist agencies on tourist photographs at photographed scenic spot and visual
image levels. The result shows that the influence of the mainstream media is dominant in selecting
scenic spots while tourist photographsare mainly influenced by tourist agenciesat the visual image level.
In order to express the feelings, opinions, thoughts and actions in tourism experience actively, tourists
tend to photograph those visual images with strong ideographic functions such as landmark landscapes,
literal landscapes and sculpture landscapes.In this process, tourists would inject subjectivity into the
attractions, connect themselves with them and, at the same time, transform objective tourist attraction
markers into subjective tourist experience markers, namely photographs.Thus, tourist photography can

be regarded as a process of identification and transformation of tourist attraction markers.

Key words: tourist photography; tourist attraction; marker; identification; transformation



